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This capstone research project considers the limits of the freedom of religion in
democratic societies for socially controversial religious groups, namely, the Family Federation
(formerly known as Unification Church)' in the US and Japan. Through a computational analysis
of media narratives in the US and Japan, this study argues that the limits of religious freedom are
not static legal concepts but are socially constructed boundaries defined by media discourse.
Specifically, this research demonstrates that US media framed the Unification Church as a 'cult'
threatening individual liberty to justify legal intervention, whereas Japanese media has redefined
the Church as a 'political actor' threatening democratic integrity and national sovereignty,
through sketching different boundaries for religious freedom in each democratic society.

Adding more details, in the 1970s, US media such as the New York Times accused the
Church of conducting “brainwashing,” and shortly after, a political scandal known as Koreagate
and the conviction of the founder of the Church, Reverend Sun Myung Moon on September 13,
1983.% In Japan, since the assassination of the former Prime Minister in July 8, 2022, motivated
by an alleged tie between Mr. Abe and the Church, various media outlets have cast light on the
questionable Church’s activities. As a result, on March 25, 2025, the Tokyo district court’s order
of dissolution of the Church in Japan.® The following analysis will evaluate the attitudes of
media outlets before and after the critical points mentioned above, utilizing BERTopic and other
open-sourced programs. Sentiment Analysis and Semantic Similarity Analysis will complement
the Topic Modeling approach that BERTopic implements. Those tools are available through

Python The language models that accompany analysis were selected to be either trained as

' T will use “the Church” to name the Family Federation and the Unification Church for this paper.
? United States v. Moon, 718 F.2d 1210 (2nd Cir. 1983) cert. denied, 466 U.S. 971, 104 S. Ct. 2344 (1984)
* The Church appealed immediately and the case is escaleated to the Supreme Court of Japan.



multilingual or English-Japanese, and are transparent about their learning processes to avoid the

use of ethically and legally questionable models.*

Brief introduction of the Unification Church

Sun Myung Moon, the founder of the religious movement known as Unification Church,
born in Pyeongan-do of Korea (now part of North Korea) under the rule of Imperial Japan in
1920. On Easter morning, when he was 15 or 16, Jesus appeared to him while he was in deep
prayer on a Korean mountainside. In his vision, Jesus charged him with a divine mission to
complete the work of establishing the Kingdom of God on Earth. This divine calling forms the
sacred foundation on which the Church built on.> The reveration ultimately laid out in the text
called Divine Principle (KR: ) 2] 7%2; JA:JFEL#ER). The book contains theological
frameworks of the Church, and has three core theological understandings. The first one is the
Principle of Creation. Based on their theology, God’s original and primary purpose for creating
the universe was to experience joy, which meant to be realized through a reciprocal relationship
of love with humanity. The ideal scenario of God was to see his children, human families,
achieve individual perfection, create loving families of their own, and establish a loving
dominion over the creation.® The second is the Fall of Man. Divine Principle interprets original
sin in the Book of Genesis in a unique way. Original sin was not just a disobedience but rather a

“misuse of love.”” The fall of humanity was initiated by a spiritual, illicit sexual relationship

4 Nooria Aamir, Ali Raza, Muhammad Waseem Igbal, Khalid Hamid, Zaeem Nazir, Ayyan Asif, Samia Hussain, and
Hafiz Abdul Basit Muhammad. "Topic Modeling Empowered by a Deep Learning Framework Integrating
BERTopic, XLM-R, and GPT." Journal of Computing & Biomedical Informatics 8, no. 02 (2025).
https://www.jcbi.org/index.php/Main/article/view/957.

5 Mickler, Michael L, The Unification Church II, Cults and New Religions, 1st ed, New York: Garland Publishing,
1990, https://doi.org/10.1017/9781009241465?locatt=mode:legacy, 108,159.

6 Mickler, The Unification Church I, 129.

" Mickler, The Unification Church II, 164; Mickler, The Unification Church III, 69.


https://doi.org/10.1017/9781009241465?locatt=mode:legacy
https://www.jcbi.org/index.php/Main/article/view/957

between the archangel Lucifer and Eve, followed by a premature physical reltionship between
Adam and Eve. It corrupted humanity’s lineage from God and established a fallen, sinful lineage
connected to Satan instead. The third is the Principle of Restoration. Salvation will be achieved
when humanity and the world backed to their original, perfect state. Devine Principle explains
Jesus originally came as the Messiah to accomplish the restoration. However, Jesus only
achieved spiritual salvation to humanity since he was rejected and crucififed before he could
marry and build a perfect, God-centric family. Therefore physical salvation has been yet to
achieved, until “True Parents” Sun Myung Moon and his wife Hak Ja Han came to the Earth.?
The set of unique theology on Divine Principle highlighting earthly restoration and its inherent
anti-atheism, led to the Church’s rapid global expansion.

Unification Church, officially named the Holy Spirit Association for the Unification of
World Christianity, founded by Sun Myung Moon in Seoul, South Korea, in 1954.° His early
years were full of pain. Under the Korean War, North Korean force captured him and sent him to
the Hungnam Communist Labor Camp. The imprisonment solidified the anti-communist
ideology woven into the Church theology. He was liberated from the camp in October 1950 by
United Nations forces and he settled in South Korea.'” However, his group faced criticism in
South Korea too as accusations of practicing “blood sharing” (KR: ¥} 7} /pi karim) rituals
which allegedly involved sexual rites to purify followers. As a result, in 1955, Moon was
arrested for charges including violation of social order, nevertheless he soon released."!

Since 1959, the Church originated its activities in Japan and expanded quickly. A

characteristics of the Church activities in Japan was its fundraising method known as “spiritual

8 Mickler, The Unification Church I, 188; Mickler, The Unification Church II1, 69.
? Mickler, The Unification Church I, 167.

1 Mickler, The Unification Church III, 66-67.

" Mickler, The Unification Church I, 17, 174.



sales” (JA: S2J& ¢ £ /reikan shoho). The Church organized members into small “micro-squads”
(JA: ¥ A7 ufX) that commits door-to-door sales selling items such as miniature stone pagodas,
personal eals, and ginseng at excessively high prices.!? It is notable that the sales activities were
not presented as fundraising for the Church followers. The Church taught that the sales is one of
the spiritual trainings and a necessary act to pay “atonement” for the historical sins of their
ancestors and themselves.'* Founded by Japanese sales, the Church expanded to the US in 1972.
Moon declared the US is the new center for God’s providence.

The Church quickly gained public attention in the US through public exposure such as
their support for President Richard Nixon during the Watergate scandal in mid-1970s. Moon
organized prayer and fast vigils claiming that Nixon was being unfairly persecuted.'* This period
of time in mid-1970s also remarks the intense public opposition to the Church. Concerned family
members of the Church follower and former members began to organize and accuse the Church
being “destructive cult.”'® The growing controversy resulted in federal investigations in terms of
their “cult” status and political influences. Fraser report revealed that federal agencies surveiled
the Church’s activities such as its tax filing, potential violations of labor standards, and its
fundraising practices as well as bribes to politicians.'® The intense governmental scrutiny and
public hostility provoked the Church to be conglomerate.

It is not a unique strategy for New Religious Movements seeking operating expenses,

public legitimacy and political activities through establishing a network of organizations that are

2RI, 3B F5, 1 PO, B - BAREZOENS L H UG, 4th ed. 2022,
https://cir.nii.ac.jp/crid/1130011916196732818, 258-261.

B (2022), 212.

4 Mickler, The Unification Church I11, 21, 85.

'3 Mickler, The Unification Church I, 51.

' Mickler, The Unification Church I, 47, 56-57.


https://cir.nii.ac.jp/crid/1130011916196732818

separate from their religious activities.' '* Unification Church founded international network of
such groups in a wide range of industries, including academia, politics, media, culture,
healthcare, and humanitarian aid (See Table 2). These organizations often operate without
advertising their connection to the Church, which allows the Church to engage with influencial
leaders and institutions.

Despite the efforts outside the religious activities, Unification Church faced criticism for
a long time. Former members and family members of the follower often argued that the Church
planned and carried out deceptive strategies to recruit new members. Recruiters would not reveal
their affiliations with Moon or the Church, but invite potential followers to dinners, workshops
or community events so as to appear to be a different group concerning non-religious matters.
The teachings based on Divine Principle are introduced to prospective members as they attend
the meeting repeatedly. Critics in the US called this recruitment process as “Heavenly
Deception.”"

Unification Church faced the most severe criticism in the US when the accusation about
the Church utilizing “brainwashing” or “mind control” techniques to retain and control its
followers since the late 1970s. Based on critics’ accusations, the process of “brainwashing” or
“mind control” includes, 1) isolation from family, friends, and outside sources of information
such as mass media, 2) deprivation of sleep and food, 3) intense, long lectures and group
chanting designed to cause psychological vulnerability and emotional instability, and 4) the

breakdown of an individual’s past identity and hindrance of critical thinking abilities.® The

" David G. Bromley and Anson D. Shupe, "Financing the New Religions: A Resource Mobilization
Approach," Journal for the Scientific Study of Religion 19, no. 3 (Sep 1, 1980): 227-239.

'8 Frederick B. Bird and Frances Westley, "The Economic Strategies of New Religious Movements,"
Sociological Analysis 46, no. 2 (Jul 1, 1985): 157-170.

' Mickler, The Unification Church I, 58, 192.

2 Mickler, The Unification Church I, 51, 83, 190.



separation from family and intensive labor, in particular, caused wider social controversies in the
States. The Church teachings often inpliy that parents and family members who were outside the
Church as potential threat of “Satanic” influences, intends to take followers away from their
divine mission. It results in a deep division among a biological families. For followers lost the
spiritual tie with their parents, the Church provides the superior alternative to biological parents,
Sun Myung Moon and Hak Ja Han as “True Parents” who followers owed their loyalty.?!
Another controversy came from former member described their life in the Church, including
labor with little or no pay. Active followers were often organized into small teams that worked
more than 10 hours per day selling flowers, candy or other items on the street to meet demanding
daily quota.?? This practice raised legal concernsregarding the violation of labor laws as members
were often working for for-profit businesses that the Church own while being treated as unpaid
“volunteers” since it was part of divine mission. In addition, it is noted that their fundraising
efforts often took place without the required permits from authorities.”

At the same period of time, “spiritual sales” led by the Church caused a social
controversy in Japan. Criticism mainly focused on their fundraising practice, but also deceptive
recruitment and the breakdown of families. The Church’s fundraising criticized due to its
systematical coercing of people to buy expensive goods, often related with “liberation of
ancestors,” to solve family misfortunes or health problem.* The social impact of “spiritual sales”
were so enormous that they led to the formation of the “National Network of Lawyers Against
Spiritual Sales” (JA: 4=[E 2 P& 15 %1 R i 1-H 4% %) in May 1987 to aid victims. The group

showed that the Church’s activities had caused billions of Japanese Yen (milions of US Dollars)

2! Mickler, The Unification Church II, 54, 191.
22 Mickler, The Unification Church I, 100.

2 Mickler, The Unification Church I, 61.

2 B (2022), iii.



in financial damages to families who targeted.” In addition, during 1980s, specific commercial
entities, such as “Three-Treasure Pagoda,” had imported from Korea to Japan and sold by the
Church members. It caused accusations that the Church was running a fraudulent business under
the name of religion.?® Other than “spiritual sales,” one of the earliest criticism against the
Church happened in 1970. In July 1970, a student named Tatsuo Yamada died after falling from a
window at the Church facility. Media reported he was subject to severe physical abuse as
“training.”?’ Police investigated the group for negligence and battery, establishing the Church’s
public image in Japan as a dangerous group utilizad fanatical discipline.?® Despite that, the
Church pushed the campaign for elite college students through “Principle Movement” (JA: JF B
1##))). Students joined the movement often dropped out of school to devote their resources to the
Church.?” On 1975, parents of the children who joined Principle Movement formed groups such
as the “National Liaison Council of Parents of Victims of the Principle Movement.” Such groups
accused the Church destroyed parent-child relationship by “stealing” their children. Some of
them engaged in “deprogramming,” a forced rescue and persuasion, to take their children back
from the Church.*® The mass weddings, held in Japan since 1969, caused another social concern.
The Church let many Japanese women to marry with Korean men from rural areas and
experience difficult lives as an atonement for colonial rules.’' The Church has also caused
societal controversies over their attempt to influence politics in both the US and Japan, driven by

anti-Communism and conservative ideals based on Divine Principle.

BB, B, B M R IRDBEBITIED, TAKTE,; 2746, 1st ed. 2023, 124.
2 B (2023) , 135.

" Mickler, The Unification Church I, 195.

2 Mickler, The Unification Church I, 195.

29 Ut (2023), 59

30 B4 (2022), 198-199.

3V (2022), 181-182.



Social controversies of the Church in the 70’s U.S. and present Japan

Koreagate was a political scandal revealed in 1977, under President Carter who pledged
withdrawal of the US force from South Korea. South Korean Military Regime leader, President
Park Chung Hee (1963-1979), utilized Korean intelligence to appeal to US Senators and military
personnel thgourgh extensive lobbying in favor of maintaining the United Nations Command,
mostly fulfilled by the United States Forces Korea.*? Allegedly, 6 Democrats, 1 independent, and
1 Republican representatives received money or jewelry, and investigated.>* Sun Myung Moon, a
founder of the Unification Church, was convicted and found guilty of tax evasion and conspiracy
regarding the Church’s political advocacy aligned with the Korean intelligence’s mission.** The
public attention to the Church in the context of Koreagate reached its peak. Nevertheless, the
media narrative pictured the Church is a “brainwashing” “cult.” This “cult” label fixed more
firmly after the mass suicide at Jonestown. Some scholars and Christian leaders later argued that
the public understanding of the Church as a “cult” influenced Moon’s conviction in the tax
evasion case with an unusual weight of criminal punishment, a sign of the violation of Freedom
of Religion. It was not a dead end for the Church, but they are facing another wave of challenges
today. This time, it is in Japan and South Korea.*

In Japan, the Church caught the eye after the assassination of former Prime Minister
Shinzo Abe. The assailant’s mother was a dedicated member of the Church, and the media
figured out that his mother offered more than 100 million yen, which is equivalent to 1 million

dollars, in 15 years. The excessive offering characterizes the Church’s practices in Japan. In fact,

32 Michael Haas. "U.S. Congress Members are Implicated in Koreagate Scandal." Accessed Oct 21, 2025.
https://www.ebsco.com/research-starters/law/us-congress-members-are-implicated-koreagate-scandal.

33 "Congress Ends 'Koreagate' Lobbying Probe." In CQ Almanac 1978, 34th ed., 803-13. Washington, DC:
Congressional Quarterly, 1979. http://library.cqpress.com/cqalmanac/cqal78-1237310.

3% United States v. Sun Myung Moon and Takeru Kamiyama, 532, SD.N.Y. 1982, F. Supp. 1360 (denied 1982).

33 1 will not focus on South Korean situation since it is ongoing issue. On October 10, 2025, Korean special
prosecutor arrested Hak Ja Han, a wife of Rev. Moon and current head of UWC-HWA, known as Family Federation.



since 1987, there was a series of civil actions against the Church about the resulted in the
Supreme Court decision in 2001 that put the Church on the losing end of the cases. Meanwhile, it
was obvious that Mr. Abe had maintained a relationship with the Church after the civil case,
including the time when he was the Prime Minister.>® Thus, the assailant targeted him, and the
media revealed the long-standing bond between the dominant ruling party, the Liberal
Democratic Party, and the Church. While the assailant is still on trial, the Tokyo District Court
ordered the dissolution of the Church’s religious corporation in March 2025. Although the order
has been elevated to the Supreme Court after the Church’s immediate appeal, the decision was
unusual. The dissolution of the religious corporation has been ordered against two religious
organizations before, and in both cases, the targeted religious organizations directly committed
criminal activity such as terrorism or fraud.”’

Two cases from two different times and places allow me to ask a question that the
influence and role of media when the court dictates the limits on the freedom of religion. In this
paper, I use media as the term that represent newspapers and scholarly works published during
the time when the Church actively tested the limits on the freedom of religion and sparked

controversies. To answer my question, I hypothesized below;

H1. US media uses terms related to “cult” or “mind control” in relation to the Church

more compared to before the Jonestown mass suicide on 1978/11/18.

3¢ Intervention of H.E. Shinzo Abe, Prime Minister, Japan, (2006-2007; 2012-2020), in the 7th Rally of Hope,
Peacelink TV, 2021.
https://eume.upf.org/component/allvideoshare/video/intervention-of-h-e-shinzo-abe-prime-minister-japan-2006-200
7-2012-2020-in-the-7th-rally-of-hope?Itemid=272; Mr. Trump also submitted video letter to the same conference.
https://eume.upf.org/component/allvideoshare/video/intervention-of-hon-donald-trump-president-united-states-of-a
merica-2017-2021-in-the-7th-rally-of-hope?Itemid=272.

37 Asahi Shinbum Hensyiibu [Editorials of Asahi Shinbum Newspaper], "Kaisan Meirei, Koka to Genkai Myokakuji
+Aum Shinriky®6 [the Limitation of Dissolution Order - Mydkakuji and Aum Shinrikyo]," Asahi Shimbun, Oct 16,
2023. https://xsearch.asahi.com/kiji/detail/?1762993225970.



H2. Sentiment score of articles regarding “cult” or equivalent topic decreases compared

to the articles before the Jonestown case.

H3. Japanese newspapers increasingly focus on political ties while decreasing attention
towards individual sufferings and reliefs as time goes. In contrast, Japanese scholarly media

increases attention to the individual as time goes.

H4. Sentiment score of Japanese media coverage about political collusion is more

negative than topics related to religious activities or spiritual sales.

HS5. US media tend to show higher semantic similarity between “Freedom of Religion”
and “individual rights.” However, Japanese media tend to indicate higher semantic similarity
between “Unification Church” and “political” matters, resulting in relatively lower similarity

between the Church and individuals.

H6. Japanese media shows the correlation between freedom of religion and

non-followers’ interest or public interest compared to US media.

H7. Sentiment score temporarily show positive trend after the legal decision against the

Church has made in both US and Japan.

BERTopic, Sentiment Analysis, and Semantic Similarity Analysis will be utilized to
analyze and evaluate the hypotheses. Table 1 shows which analysis will be done on the

hypotheses.



<Table 1>

Hypothesis

Region / Context

Analytical Tool

Description of Expected Result

HI

US (Post-1978)

BERTopic / Word Frequency

Frequency of terms related to
"cult" or "mind control" increases
significantly after the Jonestown mass
suicide.

H2

US (Post-1978)

Sentiment Analysis

Average sentiment score of
articles containing "cult" topics
decreases compared to the
pre-Jonestown period.

H3

Japan
(Longitudinal)

BERTopic (Dynamic Topic
Modeling)

Newspapers show increasing
prevalence of "Political Ties" and
decreasing "Individual Suffering" topics
over time; Scholarly works show the
inverse trend.

H4

Japan
(Post-2022)

Sentiment Analysis

Sentiment scores for "Political
Collusion" topics are significantly more
negative than those for "Religious
Activities" or "Spiritual Sales" topics.

H5

Comparative
(US vs. Japan)

Semantic Similarity Analysis

US media shows higher
similarity between "Freedom of
Religion" and "Individual Rights";
Japanese media links "Unification
Church" more closely to "Political
Matters" than to "Individuals."

Hé6

Comparative
(US vs. Japan)

Semantic Similarity Analysis

Japanese media exhibits higher
semantic similarity between "Freedom
of Religion" and
"Non-followers’/Public Interest"
compared to US media.

H7

Comparative

Sentiment Analysis

A temporary positive trend
(spike) in sentiment scores is observed
immediately following adverse legal
decisions, indicating counter-narratives.

Analysis 1: newspapers and scholarly writings from US

To analyze the media narratives, I collected the electronic copies of 270 The New York

Times (NYT) articles and 18 The Wall Street Journal (WSJ) articles from 1959 to 1985, one

scholarly book and three collections that includes scholarly writings and the Church oftficial




documents. Newspaper articles were available as electronic copies, and books were scanned by
the author. Adobe Acrobat DC then exported those scanned documents into law text files, and
NLTK functions cleaned those law texts before the learning and analyzing processes.*® The

details of the sources will come with each analysis of the source.

First, using New York Times (NYT) articles ranging from 1959/1/1-1982/3/1, BERTopic

139

with multilingual transformer model>” was used to extract topics from the pile of articles.

ProQuest Historical Newspaper Archive was used to collect NYT articles, with a query:

XML

((("sun myung moon") OR ("reverend moon") OR ("rev. moon") OR ("rev moon") OR ("moonies") OR ("unification
church") OR ("tongil")) AND rtype.exact("Article" OR "article") AND stype.exact("Newspapers')) AND (publication.exact("New
York Times (1923-)") AND at.exact("Article")) AND pd(<19820301)

Out of 270 articles, 190 articles were automatically selected as relevant articles after
cleaning.

Table 2 represents the summary of the initial topic modeling results with representative
words and my interpretation. In addition, a timeline analysis was conducted using the publication
dates of each article to observe the evolution of each topic over time. Using the same corpus,
sentiment analysis were conducted based on BERT model.*’ The result shows that the NYT

coverage about the Church is always strongly negative, regardless of topics in their articles. The

38 Bird, Steven, Edward Loper and Ewan Klein. Natural Language Processing with Python, O'Reilly Media Inc.,
2009.

¥ paraphrase-multilingual-MiniLM-L12-v2 by Reimers, Nils and Iryna Gurevych. “Sentence-BERT: Sentence
Embeddings using Siamese BERT-Networks.” Proceedings of the 2019 Conference on Empirical Methods in
Natural Language Processing and the 9th International Joint Conference on Natural Language Processing
(EMNLP-IJCNLP) (Nov, 2019). http://arxiv.org/abs/1908.10084.

4 HF Canonical Model Maintainers. "distilbert-base-uncased-finetuned-sst-2-english (Revision bfdd146)." (2022).
10.57967/hf/0181.



timeline analysis of topics reveals a connection between cult and the Church. Topic related to the
accusation towards the Church for damaging family relationship showed spikes in March and
April 1977, when Californian Court ruled in favor of the Church, and then November 1978, the

same month of Jonestown massacar.

<Table 2> Results of Topic Modeling and its Interpretations

Topic Representation Count Concerns
['moon’, 'church’, 'said', 'state',
-1 'one', 'member’, 'korean', 'jew', 'year', 29 Higher Ed Institution
'south']

['said', 'church', 'moon’,
0 'group’, 'one', 'people’, 'member’, 82 Family Division
'parent’, 'year', 'would']
['korean', 'park’, 'south’, 'said',
1 'bank’, 'korea', 'intelligence’, 'state’, 46
'american', 'united']

Economic and
Political Security

['church', 'moon’, 'said',
2 'street’, 'unification', 'state’, 'tax’, 'city’, 34
'million', 'avenue']

Tax Exempt status of
Religious Group

WS articles were retrieved from factiva using the same query of NYT. There were three
WSJ articles before Sun Myung Moon’s conviction, and five after the conviction. Due to the
small number of articles, topic modeling and sentiment analysis could not be used to assess
hypothesis. The semantic similarity analysis, shown in Table 3, implies WSJ tended to capture
the image of the Chruch as a religious sect with cautious, as “brutality” found in top 10 closest
words. It aligns with the consistant negative sentiment observed in NYT articles in Figure 1.

<Figure 1> Sentiment Score of NYT articles when Unification Church was mentioned



Daily Avaraged Sentiment Score of NYT Articles

Results ranged from -1 (negative) to 1 (positive)
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<Table 3> Distance from “Unification Church” using Semantic Similarity Analysis, 10

Closest Words

Word  theology fellowship contested  famed reportedly brutality specializes  spirited moreover  confrontation

Score  0.9875331  0.98643816  0.985932  0.9856024 0.9854791  0.9850985  0.9849029  0.98485726 0.9848434 0.9847798
*Similarity score scales 0 to 1, 0 as far away and 1 as almost identical.

The results partially supports H1, and agrees with H2. It suggests that the media,
especially NYT, depicted the Chruch negatively and tied with groups such as People’s Temple

which adds the dangarous to the Chruch.



Analysis 2: Japanese newspapers and scholarly writings, before and after legal

decision (section 1)

Japanese newspaper articles from Asahi Shimbun, ranged 2022/7/12-20251206, and from

Nikkei, 2022/11/09-2025/12/11 were collected using the search query below.

XML

F—U—R:(H—#=) OR (CLfEH]) OR (#ES 1) OR (FHFEELA) //Keywords: (Unification Church) OR (Sun Myung
Moon) OR (Hak Ja Han) OR (Family Federation)

B RF %5 T HY //Include Variant Characters: True

[AlF% 354 & 9 : 721 //Include Synonyms: False

JEBRM R A AHD : 72 L //Use Extended Search: False

F&4T H :20224F07 A 01 H A5 //Publication Date: from 2022/07/01

FREExHGE: FLH L //Search Subjects: Title

AR Hidak i : ASHK //Nationwide or Local: Nationwide articles only

F&4T L : HURL //Publishing Branch: Tokyo

G H[XF 72U //Figures and Images: False

In addition, 4 scholary and journalistic writings in a form of books were collected and
scanned. Google Cloud Vision API*" was used for OCR of those scanned documents, and the
same bilingual language model as previous analysis in English were used to accompany topic
modeling, sentiment, and semantic similarity analyses.

The result of topic modeling analysis of newspaper articles reveals that the most frequent
topic of two newspapers were shown in Table 4 and 5. The most frequent topic of Asahi strongly
related to political and legal terms such as Prime Minister and court order, and of Nikkei also
related to court order and asking questions based on Religious Corpporations Act.** In terms of
sentiment scores, it is clear that the negative articles were more explicitly related to political
terms such as ‘Prime Minister’ or ‘approval ratings.” In contrast, there were many positive
articles delivering the activities and press releases of the Church in response to the ‘spiritual

fraud’ or ‘political involvement.’ It is assumed that the newspapers in Japan took a nuanced

“'Google Cloud, "Vision Al: Cloud Vision APL," Accessed Nov 21, 2025. https://cloud.google.com/vision.
“Ministry of Law, Japan, "52#% A% / Religious Corporations Act,” Accessed Nov 21, 2025.
https://www.japaneselawtranslation.go.jp/ja/laws/view/3898.


https://www.japaneselawtranslation.go.jp/ja/laws/view/3898
https://cloud.google.com/vision

perspectives towards the Chruch, and the criticism against the Church derived from its political

influences over ruling party.*

<Table 4, 5> Summary of Topic Modeling Analysis, Asahi and Nikkei

Nikkei
Topic

Asahi Shimbun

Topic
Average 0
per Month of |
-1tol

2

Representation

[, 154, W, S,
[, R, Y —e R, e, ]EL AN 113

]

[WRIE, R, R, A

THH, R, w—B, e, Yo, 10
=
[t S f, A, B,
e, REBL, b, B DY R

Representation
(B FE— e, BAR, E AR R,
IR BEE, R, A, W)

[ — A e —, VR, T AL,
B, SOR, T, S0 I

[RIED, R, T, B, KR, 2R
R B R )

Count

<Figure 2, 3>

Count

352 Sentiment Score
- Asahi and Nikkeli,
15

4 Refer to table on Appendix for the titles of articles that were labeled as positive or negative.



Average sentiment score per month of Asahi Shimbun, 2022/07-
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Comparative interpretation of data from two countries

The comparative analysis of semantic similarity reveals a fundamental rupture in how the

Unification Church is conceptualized in the Japanese media sphere compared to the United



States. The data strongly supports the hypothesis that while Japan frames the group as a political

entity, the U.S. frames it within the context of "cult" deviance and theology.

In the analysis of the Asahi Shimbun dataset, the semantic field surrounding "Old
Unification Church" (kyii-toitsu kyokai) is heavily populated by terminology belonging to the
political establishment. The highest cosine similarity scores were observed in terms such as
"party member" (foin, 0.953), "party leader" (toshu, 0.951), and "incumbent bureaucrat" (genkan,
0.950). This suggests that in the Japanese discursive space, the Church is constructed not
primarily as a faith community, but as an external political apparatus or pressure group deeply
embedded in the logic of Nagata-cho. Furthermore, the high semantic proximity to "Soka
Gakkai" (0.952) implies that the Church is being categorized functionally—viewed through its
role as a "political support base" similar to Komeito’s parent organization, rather than through its

doctrinal content.

In stark contrast, the Wall Street Journal data frames the group through the lens of social
and theological deviation. The high-ranking similarity vectors for "theology" (0.988),
"fellowship" (0.986), and "brutality" (0.985) situate the discourse squarely within the "cult"
paradigm. Unlike the Japanese context, where specific political labels (e.g., "Republican" or
"Conservative") are absent from the top tiers of similarity despite the Church's known political
alignments in the U.S., the American discourse focuses on the group’s internal dogmas and its
friction with civil society. Thus, the "Unification Church" in Japan is a political scandal, whereas

in the U.S., it remains a theological or social controversy.



The longitudinal analysis of topic evolution in Japan provides robust support for the
hypothesis that "Freedom of Religion" is rarely discussed as an autonomous or absolute right,

but is instead structurally subordinated to the concept of "Public Welfare."

Within the dominant media topics surrounding the dissolution order, the concept of
religious freedom does not appear as a defense of inner belief. Rather, it is inextricably linked to
the "harm" caused to the public. The topic keywords show a clear pattern where "freedom of
religion" is juxtaposed against terms such as "severe public harm" (ichijirushii kokyo no fukushi
o gaisuru) and "tortious acts" (fuho koi). This indicates a discursive shift where the media has
successfully reframed the Unification Church issue from a constitutional debate regarding the
separation of church and state to a consumer protection issue regarding "spiritual sales" (reikan

shoho) and victim relief.

Consequently, the narrative established in the Japanese press suggests that the "rights" of
the religious organization are valid only insofar as they do not infringe upon the "public interest."
By focusing on the magnitude of financial damage and the "organized nature" of the fundraising
methods, the media discourse legitimizes the restriction of religious rights, positioning the
dissolution order not as state overreach, but as a necessary intervention to restore public safety.
This stands in contrast to the U.S. context, where the "freedom of religion" is often semantically

linked to individual civil liberties, making state intervention a more contentious proposition.

Limitations

this research has several limitations. Regarding technical aspect, the use of Multilingual

BERT and multilingual Transformer model. Also, parameters optimization is needed.



In terms of statistical limitation, not enough data collection to run analysis with
confidence. As a result, not capturing entire image of the Unification Church and its affiliated
groups. Finally, methodological limitation is lack of focus on legal documents to connect to

religious freedom.
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Appendix

Descriptive Statistics of Avaraged Sentiment Score per Day on NYT Articles
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